
Appendix 1:  

Injury severity as classified for police reporting. 
 

Injury in CRASH Detailed severity Severity classification 

Deceased Killed Killed 

Broken neck or back Very Serious Serious 

Severe head injury, unconscious Very Serious Serious 

Severe chest injury, any difficulty breathing Very Serious Serious 

Internal injuries Very Serious Serious 

Multiple severe injuries, unconscious Very Serious Serious 

Loss of arm or leg (or part) Moderately Serious Serious 

Fractured pelvis or upper leg Moderately Serious Serious 

Other chest injury (not bruising) Moderately Serious Serious 

Deep penetrating wound Moderately Serious Serious 

Multiple severe injuries, conscious Moderately Serious Serious 

Fractured lower leg or ankle or foot Less Serious Serious 

Fractured arm or collarbone or hand Less Serious Serious 

Deep cuts or lacerations Less Serious Serious 

Other head injury Less Serious Serious 

Whiplash or neck pain Slight Slight 

Shallow cuts or lacerations or abrasions Slight Slight 

Sprains and strains Slight Slight 

Bruising Slight Slight 

Shock Slight Slight 

Table of classification of injury severity using injury-based reporting systems (such as CRASH or 
COPA)1 

 
1 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guide-to-severity-adjustments-for-reported-road-
casualty-statistics/guide-to-severity-adjustments-for-reported-road-casualties-great-britain 
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